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Project WET Generation 2.0 Online Training Workbook 

Lecture 1 – The New Program 

 Slide 1. Project WET Generation 2.0 Online Refresher Training 

In this lecture, you will learn about the incredible journey we have taken together to bring water 

education to the United States and the world. We’ll discuss in greater detail how the Project 

WET Curriculum and Activity Guide was revised as well as where we’ve set our sails for the 

future horizon.  

 Slide 2. Project WET’s Mission 

Since 1984, Project WET, an award-winning 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, has dedicated 

itself to the mission of reaching children, parents, teachers and community members of the world 

with water education.  

 Slide 3. How Project WET Achieves Its Mission  

We meet our mission by three activities: publishing high-quality water education materials, 

organizing school and community water education events and building a worldwide network of 

passionate educators like you. Click on the video icon on the slide if you would like to learn 

more about our program by watching a short You Tube video that tells our story. 

 Slide 4. The Project WET Foundation 

We have strong programs both nationally and internationally. While programs vary from one 

Host Institution to the next, we are all united by our core beliefs:  

 Water moves through living and nonliving systems and binds them together in a complex 

web of life; 

 Water of sufficient quality and quantity is vital to all water users (energy producers, 

farmers and ranchers, fish and wildlife, manufacturers, recreationists, rural and urban 

dwellers); 

 Water resources management is crucial for providing tomorrow’s children with social 

and economic stability in a healthy and sustainable environment;  

 Awareness of and respect for water recourses can encourage a personal, lifelong 

commitment of responsibility and positive community participation.  

 

 Slide 5. Project WET USA Program 

The Project WET USA program is part of the Project WET Foundation located in Bozeman, 

Montana. However, there are 65 Host Institutions around the country. There is at least one 
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program in every state. A Host Institution is an organization with the desire and capacity to teach 

water education using our materials and program. Coordinators and facilitators are dedicated 

water educators who want to bring the Project WET program to people like you.  

 Slide 6. Project WET International Program 

Project WET International is part of the Project WET Foundation and is currently active in 66 

countries and counting.  

 Slide 7. The History of Project WET   

Project WET’s cornerstone publication, the Project WET Curriculum and Activity Guide, was 

originally published in 1995 and was updated in 2011. When the Guide was first published, we 

knew it was just the beginning. 

 Slide 8.  Additional  Project WET Educator Guides 

Beyond the original Guide, new water education guides and series were developed to meet 

educators’ needs. These include: Discover a Watershed; Floods; Healthy Water, Healthy People; 

WOW – The Wonders of Wetlands; and Conserve Water.  

 Slide 9. Kids in Discovery Series 

Again in response to educator feedback, we began the Kids in Discovery series (KIDs). 

Educators told us they needed interactive classroom materials for their students. As of the 

publication of this training, we have more than 40 KIDs booklets, and that number is growing all 

the time. (Click here to see all of the KIDs books available on the Project WET Foundation 

store.) 

 Slide 10. Workbook Exercise  

Exercise: What qualities do you look for in educational materials that you trust to use in your 

classroom?  
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 Slide 11. How Guide 2.0 Was Created.  

In your answer above you may have included qualities like expert writers and curriculum 

designers, field testing and expert reviewers. We do all of those things before we release any 

publication for educators to use. We depend on educators to give us an A+ rating. Until we have 

your gold standard, our materials remain in the development phase.  

 Slide 12. Development Process 

As you can imagine it takes a lot of work to produce a book like the Project WET Curriculum 

and Activity Guide. There are 66 activities in Generation 2.0.  In 1985, we were using a word that 

had yet to really catch on in educational circles. That word is collaboration. By harnessing the 

collective power of our minds and talents, educators, scientists and natural resource managers 

helped us develop the A+ activities that were produced and incorporated into the Guide. From 

our vast store of activities, we chose 42 of the very best activities to go in Generation 2.0. We 

call these the “best-of-the-best.”  We’ll tell you about the remaining 24 activities in just a bit.  

 Slide 13. Revised Activities  

All of our existing activities that made it into Guide 2.0 have been rewritten to match our new 

formatting and features as well as to include the most current understanding of a particular topic.   

 Slide 14. Filling the Gaps 

Since Project WET was founded in 1984, scientific understanding of water concerns and water 

issues has dramatically increased. Guide 2.0 presents the most current research available on 

water related topics at the time of publication. We now have an active online component to our 

program which allows us to update information in real time. Digital media allows us to 

collaborate much faster and to share ideas and adaptations while still in the development phase. 

This is what we call “thinking outside the book.”  

 Slide 15.  Future Topics 

Although Guide 2.0 is more comprehensive than the original Guide publication, it remains 

impossible to cover every topic. As Project WET continues to develop new water education 

materials, you can look forward to learning more about the following: Water, Weather, Climate 

and Change; Water and Food Security; Water and Energy; and Water Risks and Disasters. 

 Slide 16.  Sponsors  

Generous support from sponsors like Project WET Host Institution programs both national and 

international, Valerie Gates, Nestlé Waters North America and the National Park Service made 

the Project WET Curriculum and Activity Guide 2.0 possible. We celebrate and thank them all.  


