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Project WET Generation 2.0 Online Training Workbook 

Lecture 5—Thinking Outside the Book: DiscoverWater.org and Extensions 

 Slide 1. Project WET Generation 2.0 Online Refresher Training  

Welcome to Lecture 5 in Project WET’s Generation 2.0 Online Refresher Training.  

 Slide 2. Interactive Lecture  

For this Lecture you will need access to the Internet.  

 Slide 3.  Interactive Experiences  

In this lecture we will explore DiscoverWater.org—Project WET’s new online resource for kids 

and teachers. This website was launched in September 2011 alongside Guide 2.0. The interactive 

activities on this website are correlated with other Project WET resources, such as Kids in 

Discovery series (KIDs) activity books and activities in Guide 2.0. Field tested with more than 

60 teachers so far, here is a sampling of their comments: 

 This is a wonderful resource for teachers to have. 

 Having this new resource is invaluable to me! 

 I became more aware about the importance of water. 

 I am new to the upper grades, but Discover Water supported me well. 

 

 Slide 4. DiscoverWater.org  

The next pages of this chapter will introduce key features of DiscoverWater.org. 

Exercise: Enter the URL www.discoverwater.org online, or click directly on the 

www.discoverwater.org link on the presentation page. 

 Slide 5. Home Page 

From the home page on DiscoverWater.org you can link to subpages that explore eight different 

water-related topics. The website was designed so that additional topics can be added in the 

future. The subpages can be accessed from the links in the top navigation bar, or by spinning the 

globe and clicking on the signs. The globe also contains many hidden facts, or “Easter Eggs” that 

pop up when scrolled over. The music on the homepage has been tested and approved by kids 

ages 8-12—but it can be muted by clicking the speaker icon on the balloon. 

Exercise: Explore the “Easter Eggs” on the spinning globe. 

 Slide 6. Navigating to Subpages 

http://www.discoverwater.org/
http://www.discoverwater.org/
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When you are finished exploring the home page, chose a subpage to visit. You can get there via 

the top navigation bar, or the globe links. 

Exercise: Choose a subpage to visit. 

 Slide 7. Subpages 

Regardless of which subpage you choose to visit, you will see many of the same features. Each 

subpage loads with an introductory box on the left side of the page and a navigation bar on the 

right. The Intro box contains an overarching question about the topic of the subpage, as well as 

introductory text. The introductory text can be played aloud by clicking the “Play Intro” button at 

the bottom of the box. It can be closed by clicking the “hide” tab on the side of the box. On each 

subpage you will find many of the same features, including: 

 An interactive activity 

 A quiz 

 Take Action 

 Science Notebook 

 Educator & Parent materials 

 

These features will be further explained later in the lecture. 

 

 Slide 8. The Water Cycle Page 

In addition to the features mentioned above, the Water Cycle Page includes an additional, 

standalone interactive activity called “The Blue Traveler.” You can link to or share a link 

directly to this activity--http://www.discoverwater.org/blue-traveler/. In this activity, students 

become droplets of water and travel through the places that water can visit as water cycles 

around the planet (such as the ocean, a lake, a river, a cloud, an animal, underground, etc.). As a 

STEM connection, students also have the opportunity to learn about a science career associated 

with each stop on their journey.  

 Slide 9. “The Blue Traveler” 

After one round of the activity, students receive a personalized “passport” showing where they 

went on their water cycle journey. This printable page also doubles as a worksheet and 

assessment. 

Exercise: Play a round of “The Blue Traveler” and print your personalized water cycle passport. 

 Slide 10. Videos 

Currently, four of the eight subpages include short videos of kids participating in hands-on 

Project WET activities related to the page topic. 

http://www.discoverwater.org/blue-traveler/
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Subpages with videos include: 

• “Investigate Fresh Water” 

• “Explore Watersheds” 

• “Use Water Wisely”  

• “Healthy Water Healthy People”  

 

 Slide 11. Take Action through ActionEducation™ 

ActionEducation™ is education that empowers learners to take positive and appropriate action to 

solve a local water resource issue. As they explore the website, DiscoverWater.org users can 

choose from a variety of actions that they pledge to personally commit to taking to protect and 

conserve water and store them in their “action backpack.” On most pages, two actions are readily 

available in the Take Action section and another can be earned by completing the quiz. These are 

actions that are easily achievable by students aged 8-12. 

 Slide 12. Take Action Poster  

Users collect Take Action items throughout the website. The items placed in their “backpack” 

can all be found at the Take Action Poster link. Here, students create a customizable and 

printable Take Action Poster. This is a great homework assignment—and a personal 

commitment and reminder to use best practices for water protection and conservation. The Take 

Action Poster can be accessed or shared directly at http://www.discoverwater.org/take-action-

poster/.  

 Slide 13. My Science Notebook 

Each subpage includes a printable science notebook page (or pages) that the student can use to 

take notes and actively participate during online learning. 

Exercise: Explore the Science Notebook for a subpage you might use in your classroom. 

 Slide 14. Educator & Parent Resources 

On each subpage, there is a link to a box of resources for Educators and Parents. The “Using this 

Website: Tips for Educators and Parents” files provide general information about using 

DiscoverWater.org.  

 Slide 15. Accessing Educator Resources 

To keep answer keys out of student hands, an access code is necessary to open the Educator 

Resource files. Simply enter your name and email and a free code will be instantaneously sent to 

your email. 

Exercise: Submit your name and email and receive your free access code. 

http://www.discoverwater.org/investigate-freshwater/
http://www.discoverwater.org/explore-watersheds/
http://www.discoverwater.org/use-water-wisely/
http://www.discoverwater.org/healthy-water-healthy-people/
http://www.discoverwater.org/take-action-poster/
http://www.discoverwater.org/take-action-poster/
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 Slide 16. Educator Resources 

Each subpage has its own extensive Educator Resource PDF file.  

Exercise: Open the Educator Resources file for a subpage you might use in your classroom. 

 

 Slide 17. Educator Resources (continued) 

Each Educator Resource file contains important information and resources for teachers such as: 

o Appropriate grade levels 

o Subject areas covered by the subpage 

o Skills 

o Vocabulary 

o Measurable learning objectives for students 

o Additional background information about the topic 

o Activities and activity answer keys 

o Ideas for students to Take Action in their communities 

o Assessments, including: 

 Pre- and post-tests 

 Critical thinking questions 

o Extensions  

o Resources about the topic from Project WET and other sources 

 

 Slide 18. Standards Correlations 

 

The content of each DiscoverWater.org subpage is aligned or correlated to a variety of standards 

including: 

1. Associated Academic Vocabulary Terms 

2. K-12 National Science Standards (2011) 

3. National Science Education Content Standards 

 K-4 

 5-8 

4. Ocean Literacy Standards 

5. Common Core Standards 

6. International Society for Technology in Education Performance Indicators for 

Students and Teachers  

 

 Slide 19. Share DiscoverWater.org 

 

Exercise: If you like DiscoverWater.org, share it on your favorite social network! 
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 Slide 20. Moving On to Lecture 6 

 

The last lecture in the Online Training focuses on finding additional hands-on Project WET 

training in your area. 

 

 


