
See the Yellowstone River Watershed, p. 2-3

Helena, MT—out

Mammoth, WY—in

Cody, WY—in

Great Falls, MT—out

Bozeman, MT—out

Broadus, MT—in

Williston, ND—out

Your hometown—varies

Make Your Own Hydrograph, p. 4-5

• What year has the highest flow? 2011

• What year has the lowest flow? 2004

• What month usually has the highest flows? June

• Which seasons usually have the lowest flows? Fall and winter

• What consequences might people experience as a result of 
extremely high flows? Floods

• What consequences might people experience as a result of 
extremely low flows? Droughts

• Is the Yellowstone an extreme river? Yes

Find the Time, p. 6-7

• Sixty-five million years ago, dinosaurs roamed the land we now 
call the Yellowstone River watershed.

• The sea eventually dried up, and the dinosaurs died out, leaving 
fossils behind.

• The area that is now Yellowstone National Park, where the 
Yellowstone River begins, was formed by three volcanic 
eruptions.

• Spectacular water features such as geysers, hot springs and 
steam vents are evidence that superheated magma still lies just 
beneath the surface.

• During the last Ice Age, frozen water—glaciers and ice sheets 
up to 3,000 feet (914 m) thick—shaped the landscape of the 
Yellowstone River watershed.

• Early nomadic peoples traveled along the Yellowstone River in 
search of edible plants and animals like mammoth and giant 
bison.

• Lewis and Clark explored the West from 1804-1806.

• In 1832 the first steamboat was used to transport people up the 
river and goods back down.

• In the 1860’s, gold was discovered in Montana, and the 
Yellowstone River allowed some miners to reach their destina-
tions.

• In 1872, a large part of the Yellowstone River watershed was set 
aside as Yellowstone National Park, the first national park.

• Shortly after, in 1883, a spur of the railroad was built to bring 
tourists along the Yellowstone River to visit the park.

Answer Key
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Give and Take, p. 8

1. Fast, excavating

2. Slow, depositing

3. Fast, excavating

4. Slow, depositing

5. Fast, excavating

6. Slow, depositing

7. Fast, excavating

8. Slow, depositing

Something Fishy, p. 10

See What You Use, p. 12

Answers will vary but may include: flour, bread, wheat, eggs, 
chicken, milk, steaks, hamburger, sugar, corn syrup, corn, bacon, 
ham, margarine, lentils, beans, turkey, lamb, wool, honey, beeswax, 
fish, oil, gas and coal.

Best Management Practices p. 14-15

Scavenger Hunt, p. 16

1. All water in a watershed flows from higher points to lower points. 
Water from the headwaters of the river comes together to form 
the main stem. Smaller rivers, called tributaries, also flow into 
the main river. The point where the Yellowstone River meets the 
Missouri River is called the confluence.

2. One use for a hydrograph is to use the river flow information 
collected at one location to predict flow conditions for towns 
downstream.

3. Lewis and Clark explored the West between 1804 and 1806.

 Yellowstone became a National Park in 1872.

 The most recent diversions on the Yellowstone River were built 
in 1934.

4. The best place to build a house to protect it from riverbank 
erosion is in location 2.

5. Animals found in the mountains in the Yellowstone River 
watershed include:  mountain goats, bald eagles, bighorn 
sheep, grizzly bears, black bears, moose, bison and elk.

 Animals found in the on the plains in the Yellowstone River 
watershed include: elk, whitetailed deer, pronghorn and coyotes.

6. Agriculture, mining and tourism/recreation

7. See p. 14-15 for possible responses.

© 2012 by the Project WET Foundation

Answer Key ConT.


