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BY JULIA CARDI
Grand Forks Herald

Spirit Lake elder Oliver 
Gourd Sr. wants to keep his 
people’s culture alive. He 
worries they will lose their 
native Dakota language, with 
younger generations speak-
ing it only as a second lan-
guage. He also wants people 
to understand the damage 
Native American boarding 
schools, which he attended 
himself, have done to genera-
tions of his people.

“Times have changed, 
and that’s the reality of it,” 
he said.

Gourd believes when peo-
ple show prejudice against 
Native American culture, 
it’s because they don’t know 
enough about it. His desire to 
increase education about his 
culture led him to participate 
in the Native American Es-
sential Understandings Proj-
ect, an effort spearheaded 
by the Department of Public 
Instruction.

Jeff Stotts, an instruction-
al strategist for Devils Lake 
High School and a member 
of the project committee, 
said the project aims to help 
schools across North Dakota 
integrate education about 
Native American culture as 
part of their core curricula, 
rather than added on as extra 
lessons.

“There have been pockets 
where some schools have done 
some really cool things even 
prior to the Essential Under-
standings,” Stotts said. He 
pointed to cultural awareness 
assemblies held by Central 
Middle School at which Na-
tive American elders some-
times speak.

“But that’s kind of a pocket 
of something that’s been 
added as an addendum,” 
Stotts said. “It’s kind of on 
the outside of what’s normally 

going on.”
The project began in the 

spring of 2015 with gather-
ings of elders from all four of 
North Dakota’s Native Ameri-
can tribes. The elders told sto-
ries about their upbringings 
and what they want people to 
know about Native American 
culture for a video.

The project’s committee 
next developed lesson plans 
for education about Native 
American culture for schools 
to use if they choose, as well 
as a resource document out-
lining seven essential un-
derstandings about Native 
American culture defined by 
the elders.

The project now is in the 
implementation phase. The 
Department of Public In-
struction is holding a series 
of training sessions for edu-
cators throughout the state 
who wish to use the Essential 
Understandings Project’s 
framework, with the next 
training to take place later 

in April.
Lucy Fredericks, director 

of Indian and multicultural 
education for the Department 
of Public Instruction, said 
the project includes more 
than 40 lesson plans and 95 
interviews with tribal elders.

Stotts said he believes up 
until now, education about 
Native American culture has 
not sought enough involve-
ment from tribal members.

“The voices of the elders, it 
really adds a sense of legiti-
macy to this project,” he said. 
He said the stories Gourd and 
others shared about the cruel 
treatment endured at Native 
American boarding schools is 
a key part of understanding 
their people’s plight today.

Stotts said he believes 
integrating education about 
Native American culture 
throughout primary and 
secondary-school core cur-
ricula is more effective than 

DPI trying to increase Native American education
Keeping culture alive

Editor’s Note: The follow-
ing story originally appeared 
in the April 2017 edition of 
North Dakota Water maga-
zine and is reprinted with 
permission.

A hundred years ago, more 
than half of the US popula-
tion lived in rural areas. Kids 
raised in this environment 
learned from an early age 
how water was connected to 
food. When water was avail-
able, crops grew and livestock 
flourished. When water was 
scarce, the food their families 
depended on for both their 
own consumption and their 
livelihood was threatened.

Then as now, the link 
between water and food is 
inextricable. However, with 
about 80 percent of people in 
the United States living in 
urban areas today, kids are 
less likely to have a personal 
connection with agriculture -- 
and therefore may have little 
understanding about how 
water relates to food. To help 
address this knowledge gap 
and address an issue critical 
to America’s Water Future, 
the Project WET Foundation 
is announcing a new "Water, 
Agriculture and Food" chil-
dren’s activity booklet.

"Water, Agriculture and 
Food" is being developed 
thanks in part to a donation 
from Oberon resident Doris 
Griffin, in honor of her late 
husband, Stanley “Stan” 
Griffin, a North Dakota farm-
er, rancher and teacher. 

The Griffins actually met 
at a Project WET writing 
workshop in South Dakota, 
where both had been nomi-
nated by their peers as out-
standing educators and for 
their longtime interest in 
water and science education. 

The gathering in the Black 
Hills helped generate ideas 
for water science teaching 
methods for potential inclu-
sion in Project WET’s first 
Curriculum and Activity 
Guide.

“Stan played an impor-
tant role in the creation of 
Project WET when the origi-
nal program was developed 
at the North Dakota State 
Water Commission,” Project 
WET Foundation President 
and CEO Dennis Nelson ex-
plained. “At the time, no one 
realized the water education 
materials created at the State 
Water Commission -- with 
significant input from Stan 
and other teachers in develop-
ing, testing, and using them 
across North Dakota -- would 
one day be used by educators 
around the world.”

Nelson added Griffin loved 
helping other teachers learn 
about water and teaching 
new and creative instruction-
al methods at Project WET 
workshops conducted around 

North Dakota. Griffin was 
an enthusiastic and tireless 
volunteer instructor, and his 
and other teachers’ involve-
ment as workshop leaders 
gave Project WET credibility 
with teachers.

“Stan enjoyed thinking 
of ways to educate children 
and others about water, not 
only from an academic point 
of view, but mostly because 
as a farmer and rancher, he 
dealt with water issues and 
challenges every day. This 
made Stan’s input and advice 
on the creation of the original 
Project WET instructional 
materials valuable, practical, 
and relevant. You knew when 
Stan was talking about a 
subject like groundwater, his 
knowledge and stories were 
linked to real struggles to 
secure water from the well on 
the farm,” Nelson said.

Griffin’s example of finding 
innovative ways to teach about 
water will be an important

Funds will help create new publication for children

Benson County commissioner makes 
donation in honor of late husband

Spirit Lake elder Oliver Gourd Sr. said his desire to increase 
education about his culture led him to participate in the Native 
American Essential Understandings Project, an effort spear-
headed by the Department of Public Instruction. The project 
aims to help schools across ND integrate education about Na-
tive American culture as part of their core curricula, rather than 
added on as extra lessons.
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Doris Griffin’s donation in honor of her late husband Stanley 
“Stan,” will help to develop the new “Water, Agriculture and Food” 
children’s publication.

Minnewaukan students visit capitol
The fourth, fifth and sixth graders from Minnewaukan school had a great learning experience 

taking a field trip to Bismarck in April. They visited both the capitol and the Heritage Center. The 
students learned more about topics they have been studying in social studies with Mr. Every 
and they enjoyed meeting the governor and taking a photo with him.

Submitted Photo

Honor students recognized at luncheon
BY SUE KLEMETSRUD
An Honor Recognition 

Day luncheon was held at 
Lake Region State College in 
Devils Lake on April 26. The 
annual event is sponsored by 
the Rotary and Kiwanis and 
serves as a tribute to the top 
students from area schools.

“This is a way to honor our 
highest achieving students 
in the Lake Region,” said 
Devils Lake Superintendent 
and Kiwanis member Scott 
Privratsky, who chaired the 
event.

Kiwanis president Susie 
Kenner and Rotary president 
Tara Rogness each took the 
podium to say a few words 
before the featured speaker, 
Mayor Dick Johnson, ad-
dressed the crowd.

Johnson congratulated 
the students and admitted 
he wasn’t sure what he would 
speak about.

“What do you tell a group 
of honor students who are al-
ready motivated and driven?” 
he questioned.

Johnson said he called 
his son Ryan, who is an as-
sistant principal at a Bis-
marck school, to seek advice 
and they decided to borrow 
words of wisdom from an un-
likely source -- actor Ashton 
Kutcher.

Johnson played Kutcher’s 
acceptance speech from the 
Teen Choice Awards, which 
among other things, ad-
vised teens to embrace three 
things: Opportunity, being 
sexy and living life.

“Opportunities look a lot 
like hard work,” he said in 
the video. He said he worked 
shingling roofs, in a deli, a 
factory and a handful of other 
jobs before landing in show 
business. “I never had a job in 
my life that I was better than. 
Each was a stepping stone.”

Kutcher went on to say 
that being sexy isn’t about ap-

pearance. “The sexiest thing 
in the world is being smart, 
thoughtful and generous,” 
he said. “Everything else is 
crap.”

He ended the speech by 
encouraging the teens to live 
life to the fullest.

He said when kids are 
young they are told “this is 
how the world is,” but he said 
that doesn’t have to be true. 

He suggested they build the 
life they want.

“Just remember,” he con-
cluded, “everything around 
us that we call life is made 
from people who were no 
smarter than you.”

Johnson reiterated some 
of the points from the video, 
reminding the students that

Hannah Pierson, Maddock salutatorian, shakes hands with 
Susie Kenner, president of the Kiwanis, as Rotary president 
Tara Rogness looks on. Photos by Sue Klemetsrud

Eric Rocha, valedictorian 
of Minnewaukan High School.

Loren WalkingEagle, salu-
tatorian of Four Winds High 
School.

(Continued on Back Page) (Continued on Back Page)

(Continued on Back Page)

Commissioners hear about condition of 
roads, approve harassment training

BY K. L. GLOVER
The Benson County com-

missioners heard some in-
formation on the condition 
of township roads at their 
regular meeting May 2. Scott 
Todahl, county emergency 
manager, reported that the 
state wanted estimates on 
spring road damage. Lester 
Ellingson, highway super-
intendent, said there wasn’t 
too much damage on county 
roads, but the state was still 
looking into whether there 
was enough damage to justify 
a disaster declaration. Spe-
cifically, one road in Pleas-

ant Lake Township would 
require repairs and Ellingson 
also reported that the road 
east of Fillmore had water 
up over its riprap, cutting 
into the sides of the road. He 
recommended that riprap be 
placed on both sides, although 
he noted that the riprap was 
a “band-aid” that would keep 
the base road intact in the 
hopes of building it up in the 
future. Commissioner David-
son asked whether federal 
help would be available on 
the road, which Ellingson 
said was frequently used. 
Ellingson said there were no 

promises of federal aid.
In attendance were Chair 

Doris Griffin of Oberon, Vice 
Chair Michael Steffan of St. 
Michael, David Davidson of 
St. Michael, Ron Carlson of 
Minnewaukan and Lowell 
Haagenson of Leeds, Coun-
ty Auditor Bonnie Erick-
son, State’s Attorney James 
Wang, and K. L. Glover of the 
Farmers Press.

Todahl reported on his 
attendance at a regional 
meeting on interoperability. 
He said that a study had been

(Continued on Page 12)
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Emily Sears, valedictorian 
of Maddock High School.

Bryeann Robertson, vale-
dictorian of Warwick High 
School.

Rayanne Leaf, salutatorian 
of Warwick High School.

Kaylee Lybeck, valedicto-
rian of Leeds High School.

Irvin Tomahawk, valedic-
torian of Four Winds High 
School.

O’Shea RedFox, Minnewaukan salutatorian, is greeted by 
Susie Kenner, president of the Kiwanis, as Rotary president 
Tara Rogness looks on. 

Photos by Sue Klemetsrud

Erin Jorgenson, salutatorian of Leeds High School, shakes 
hands with Susie Kenner, president of the Kiwanis. In the back-
ground is Rotary president Tara Rogness. 

Luncheon held for local honor students --
(Continued from Page 1)

they have “great ability and 
great talent.” He also encour-
aged them to get involved 
in public service and have a 
voice in their community.

“You’ll be rewarded many 
times over,” he said.

Following are the students 
that were honored at the 
banquet.

Fo u r  W i n d s  H i g h 
School: Irvin Tomahawk, 
valedictorian; Loren Walk-
ingEagle, salutatorian

Leeds High School: Kay-
lee Lybeck, valedictorian; 
Erin Jorgenson, salutatorian

Maddock High School: 
Emily Sears, valedictorian; 
Hannah Pierson, salutato-

rian
Minnewaukan High 

School: Eric Rocha, vale-
dictorian; O’Shea RedFox, 
salutatorian

Warwick High School: 
Bryeann Robertson, vale-
dictorian; Rayanne Leaf, 
salutatorian

Edmore High School: 
Haley Lorenz, valedictorian

Lakota High School: 
Nathan Steffan, honor stu-
dent

Starkweather High 
School: Daniell Rader, vale-
dictorian

D e v i l s  L a k e  H i g h 
School : Jacob Mertens, 
Ryyan Reule, Jace Estenson, 
Jenna Windjue and Shelby 
Johnson, all honor students

designating specific blocks 
of time for the subject, such 
as Native American History 
Month. He said it is too easy 
to forget about the cultural 
education once the unit is over.

“A culture’s language, 
their history, is like a flash-
light,” Stotts said. “Every lan-
guage group, every cultural 
group you can identify, you 
turn on another flashlight, 
and pretty soon that dark 
room is illuminated.”

Fredericks said the De-

Keeping culture alive --
(Continued from Page 1)

partment of Public Instruc-
tion’s goal is to secure fund-
ing to continue providing 
support and training to edu-
cators across the state who 
want to implement the Essen-
tial Understandings Project’s 
framework.

“I think it’s real important 
that we really try to get it out 
statewide and have teachers 
feel comfortable teaching 
the lesson plans along with 
the elder videos and the re-
sources that are available.”

Top: Doris and Stan Griffin farmed and ranched in rural 
North Dakota where they experienced firsthand the importance 
of water. 

Above: Together, they enjoyed life on the farm, including 
their gaggle of geese.

Griffin makes donation in honor of husband --
(Continued from Page 1)

part of the development of 
"Water, Agriculture and 
Food," Project WET’s 61st 
such title in the Kids in Dis-
covery series (KIDs) of chil-
dren’s activity booklets. 

KIDs booklets employ in-
teractive learning methods, 
colorful illustrations, and 
independent or guided learn-
ing opportunities for children 
aged 7-12.

“The 'Water, Agriculture 
and Food' KIDs booklet is in-
tended for students and edu-
cators who may never have 
learned about what goes into 
growing and producing food,” 
Project WET Foundation 
Publications Manager Megan 
Regnerus said. “Young people 
need to understand how food 
gets to our grocery stores 
from other places and what 
we as a society will have to do 
to keep up with food demands 
as population increases. How 
water ties into these issues 
is critical to America’s Water 
Future.”

America’s Water Future 
is a public awareness and 
education campaign of the 
Project WET Foundation 
with a goal of helping people 
understand basic water sci-
ence in the context of how 
water is used, managed and 
protected for the good of all 
water users. Project WET 
believes educating today’s 
children and youth is a posi-
tive first step in preparing 
them to address tomorrow’s 
water needs and challenges.  

The "Water, Agriculture 
and Food" KIDs activity book-
let is part of the America’s 
Water Future campaign. Do-
ris Griffin’s donation serves 
as an example of how con-
cerned people, agencies and 
corporations can get involved.

The 16-page booklet is 
not intended as an in-depth 
manual for those already im-
mersed in agriculture, but as 
an introduction to the topic 
that will help students and all 
readers appreciate the vast 
amount of human effort, in-
vestment and ingenuity, and 
cooperation by nature that is 
required to keep everyone fed 
three times a day, each and 
every day. 

In addition to the support 
from the Griffins, a survey 
of the Project WET USA 
Network ranked water and 

agriculture as their number 
one topic for a new KIDs 
booklet. The donation and 
the networks’ input together 
helped launch the project.

Further input from the 
USA Network helped identify 
content areas for the booklet, 
including: Feeding a Hun-
gry World, Water Works for 
Agriculture, From Farm to 
Fork, Farmers’ and Ranch-
ers’ Water Address, Risks 
and Challenges board game, 
A Historical Perspective, 
What’s on Your Shelf, and 
Our Water and Agriculture 
Future -- Feeding the World 
in 2050.

“Doris’ support of the new 
'Water, Agriculture and Food' 
KIDs activity booklet is a 
fantastic and fitting tribute 
to Stan,” Nelson said. “Stan 

knew the value and impact 
of education was not mo-
mentary, but lifelong. The 
new booklet will help youth 
across the USA and around 
the world better understand 
the challenges of feeding a 
hungry country and world 
from a water perspective.”

The link between water 
and food is part of America’s 
Water Future. Find out how 
you can support education, 
about how agriculture and 
food are connected as well 
as other vitally important 
water topics by visiting: www.
americaswaterfuture.org.

900 S. Railway St.
Fessenden, ND

701-547-3291
WITH LOCATIONS IN:
Esmond • Hamberg
Harlow • Carrington

Maddock • New Rockford

FERTILIZERS - CHEMICALS - CUSTOM APPLICATION - SEED SALES
EDIBLE BEAN PROCESSING - GRAIN MARKETING - BIRD FOOD WE HAVE

THESE SEED

BRANDS

AVAILABLE

And these WHEAT SEED 
varieties from:

SY Valda
SY Soren
SY Ingmar

At Harlow we
will also have

Rollag Spring
Wheat Seed

FARMERS -- Spring is here! Call us for fertilizer, chemical and 
seed prices and get your name on the list for custom application!

A traffic incident in the 
early morning hours of April 
29 resulted in an arrest and 
a juvenile being placed in the 
care of social services.

The ND Highway Patrol 
reports that Faith Labisso-
niere, 32, of Saginaw, Mich. 
was driving a 1997 Buick 
east on US Highway 2 when 
it started on fire 12 miles east 
of Rugby.

When troopers arrived, 
the driver and her 12-year-
old female passenger were 
unharmed and standing out-

side of the vehicle. The driver 
stated she was heading to 
the state of Michigan to visit 
family.

Troopers determined she 
was intoxicated and arrested 
her for a misdemeanor DUI 
with a minor. She was also 
charged with possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The 
vehicle was towed from the 
scene.

Agencies responding in-
cluded the Pierce County 
Sheriff ’s Department and 
rural fire.

NDHP responds to vehicle 
fire, arrests driver for DUI

Big game
harvests

Harvest statistics released 
by the ND Game and Fish De-
partment show overall hunter 
success during the 2016 sea-
son for bighorn sheep was 100 
percent, 97 percent for moose 
and 56 percent for elk.

Game and Fish issued 
seven bighorn sheep licenses 
and auctioned one. All eight 
hunters harvested a bighorn 
ram.

A total of 200 moose li-
censes were issued last year. 
Of that total, 192 hunters 
harvested 187 animals -- 121 
bulls and 66 cows/calves.

The department issued 
348 elk licenses last year. 
Of that total, 324 hunters 
harvested 179 elk -- 102 bulls 
and 77 cows/calves.

VFW to meet
The Robert Tovsrud VFW 

Post 757 of Harlow will meet 
Tuesday, May 9 at 7 p.m. at 
the Harlow VFW Hall.
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